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Gray and Johnston, members of Council, resigned to
avoid an inquiry into their actions; Mr. Burdett was
suspended; Mr. Leycester was dismissed; and severe
measures were taken with the juniors, who are described
as " young gentlemen just broke loose from the hands
of their schoolmasters." The civil servants were thus
reduced to obedience; but their slumbering animosity
was revived when it became known, some months later,
that an application had been made to Madras for assist-
ance.
The young gentlemen of the settlement (Olive says) had
set themselves up for judges of the propriety of our conduct,
and the degree of their own merit ; each would think him-
self qualified to transact your weighty affairs in Council at
an age when the laws of his country adjudge him unfit to
manage liis own concerns to the extent of forty shillings.
They have not only set their hands to the memorial of com-
plaint, but entered into associations unbecoming at their
years, and destructive of that subordination without which
no Government can stand. All visits to the President are
forbidden. All invitations from him and the members of
the Select Committee are to be slighted. The gentlemen
called down by our authority from Madras are to be treated
with neglect and contempt. Every man who deviates from
this confederacy is to be stigmatised and avoided. In a
word, the members are totally to separate themselves from
the head ; decorum and union are to be set at defiance ; and
it becomes a fair struggle whether we or the young gentle-
men shall in future guide the helm of Government. Look
at their names, examine their standing, inquire into their
services, and reflect upon the age of four-fifths of the sub-
scribers to the bill of grievances, who now support the
association, and you will be equally surprised with us at the
presumptuous intemperance of youth, and convinced that a
stop of three or four years in the course of promotion is
indispensably necessary if you would have your Council
composed of men of experience and discretion.